
Plant collecting field notes 
 
Field notes 

- An herbarium specimen without documentation is worthless.  So be sure to make notes while you are in the field.   
- Waterproof notebooks are often used for herbarium plant colleting.  In this class, any notebook works. 
- Notes should include the following information: 

 
Site notes 
- Date of collection 
- Name of collector(s) (including other members of group) 
- Location:  enough information for future researchers to locate the area.  Include country, state, and county; GPS 

coordinates.  
- Habitat description—substrate, other plants present, notable features, etc.  
- Record information about the microenvironment (e.g., roadside, riparian area; damp depression). 
- Photo(s) of site 
 
Plant collection notes 
- Give each plant a collecting number and record this in your notes.  For this class, you will use your last name and 

number plants consecutively:  Ramsey 1, Ramsey 2, Ramsey 3, etc. 
- Record important information about the plant that will be lost once it is dried or that isn’t evident from the sample 

(e.g., flower color, odor, growing pattern). 
- Plant description—make notes on growth form, bark color/texture, odor; consider taking a photo. 
- Record preliminary identification (if not confident with identification, say so in notes; you may also have several 

guesses).  Field notes are for your use so it is okay if they aren’t “perfect.” 
 
 
Example entry in field notebook: 
 
July 1, 2016 
Collectors Tara and Justin Ramsey 
 
Site 1:  Roadside (along U.S. Hwy 85) 6.3 miles north of Buffalo, SD, Harding County. 
45° 35.947'N, 103° 32.797'W 
 
Grassy area dominated by Yellow Sweet Clover and Smooth Brome.  A few native grasses present.  Soil appears sandy; 
very exposed and dry.  Made collection along barbed wire fence.  Took several photos of site.  It looks like some plants in 
the area were targeted by herbicide (but not the ones we collected). 
 
Ramsey 1:  Medium tall grass (Poa pratensis?) 

-  Grass has ligules 
-  Blades are at 45 degree angle from culms 
-  Bright green 
-  Common in area; seems to prefer areas that are slightly less dry 

 
Ramsey 2:  Unknown mint 

-  Very strong odor, more spearmint than peppermint 
-  Flowers are Pepto Bismol pink with white spots 
-  Uncommon, but not rare 

 
Ramsey 3:  Sweet Yellow Clover 

-    Extremely common!  The area is a sea of yellow right now     
 
 
Site 2:  Description of next site 
 
Ramsey 4, Ramsey 5, Ramsey 6, etc. 


